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SUBJECT: LIBERATION ARMIES WITHDRAW EXCESS TROOPS FROM LUANDA 

1. IN COMPLIANCE WITH AN EDICT FROM THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, 

MPLA AND FNLA STAGED SIMULTANEOUS, BALANCED WITHDRAWALS 
OF FORCES FROM LUANDA ON MAY 20. THE CONVOYS WERE 

WELL GUARDED BY TROOPS FROM THE MIXED FORCE AND NO 
INCIDENTS WERE REPORTED DURING THE PULL OUT. 

2. THE TROOPS REMOVED WERE TO BE THOSE IN EXCESS OF 
THE FORCES CONTRIBUTED TO THE MIXED ARMY AND REQUIRED 

TO GUARD THE 15 DELEGATIONS EACH MOVEMENT IS NOW ENTITLED TO HAVE 
IN THE CAPITAL. THE PORTUGUESE ESTIMATE EACH MOVEMENT COULD 
LEGITIMATELY KEEP UP TO 1 .000 MEN IN LUANDA FOR THESE TASKS. 

NEITHER FNLA NOR MPLA HAS AS YET REDUCED ITS FORCES TO THIS 
1,000 MARK BUT THEY ARE APPROACHING IT AND THE HIGH COMMAND 
IS OPTIMISTIC IT WILL BE ACHIEVED IN A FEW DAYS. 
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3. THE FORCES ARE BEING MOVED TO BARRACKS AT LEAST 15 MILES 

FROM THE CAPITAL. THIS REDUCES THE POTENTIAL SIZE 

OF THE INITIAL STAGES OF ANY VIOLENT ERUPTION IN THE CITY BUT 

DOES NOT ASSURE SECURITY OR TRANQUILITY. THERE ARE STILL 

SUFFICIENT GARRISONS IN THE CITY TO STAGE A GOOD FIGHT, AND 

NO STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO DISARM THE "POPULAR POWER." MPLA'S 

ARMED CIVILIAN IRREGULARS. EACH MOVEMENT HAS SUFFICIENT TRANSPORT 

TO QUICKLY MOVE THE EVACUATED TROOPS BACK INTO THE CITY 

ON A VERY SHORT NOTICE. NEVERTHELESS. THIS IS ONE OF THE 

FEW ENCOURAGING SIGNS OF COOPERATION AMONG THE MOVEMENTS THAT 

WE HAVE NOTED IN RECENT MONTHS. 
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